A HISTORY OF POLAND
"Poles!
"The hour has struck in which the sacred dream of
your fathers and forefathers may find fulfilment.
"A century and a half ago, the living flesh of Poland
was torn asunder, but her soul did not die. She lived
in hope that there would come an hour for the resur-
rection of the Polish nation and for sisterly reconcilia-
tion with Russia.
"The Russian Army now brings you the joyful
tidings of this reconciliation. May the boundaries be
annulled which cut the Polish nation to pieces! May
that nation re-unite into one body under the sceptre
of the Russian Emperor. Under this sceptre Poland
shall be re-born, free in faith, in language, in self-
government.
" One thing only Russia expects of you: equal con-
sideration for the rights of those nationalities to which
history has linked you.
"With open heart, with hand fraternally out-
stretched, Russia steps forward to meet you. She
believes that the Sword has not rusted which, at
Griinwald, struck down the enemy.
" From the shores of die Pacific to die North seas, the
Russian armies are on the march. The dawn of a new
life is breaking for you.
"May there shine, resplendent above that dawn, the
sign of the Cross, symbol of the Passion and Resur-
rection of Nations!
" (Signed) Commander-in-ChiefandGeneral Adjutant,
" NICHOLAS,
"PETERSBURG, August 14,1914."
The Russian manifesto found a quick response in the
kingdom of Poland.   On xyth August, the day after its
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